The Common Council for the City of Faith, South Dakota met in special session on January 28, 2003 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Room of the Municipal Building. Mayor Haines called the meeting to order, called roll call, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council members present:  Stocklin, Murray, Inghram, Severyn, and Lightfield.

Council members absent:  Clifton.

Others in attendance were:  Allen Bergemann, Arlen Frankfurth, Verna Steen, Annelle Afdahl, Wes Heidlebaugh, Shawn Peterson, Jen Medrud, Terry Bottjen, Leland Douglas, Aldene Carmichael, Garnet Gaaskjolen, and Shane Ayres.

Murray made motion, seconded by Inghram to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

American Medical Response:


Allen Bergemann, a representative from American Medical Response, informed 
the Council about AMR, which provides ambulance service nationally.  He 

explained his involvement in emergency medical service along with how AMR’s services work.  AMR currently services the Pierre/Fort Pierre area and the contracted fee for that area was discussed.  The fee is determined by the number of runs per year on a sliding scale.  In order to staff an ALS crew 24 hours per day/ 7 days a week, it would take six full time crewmembers according to AMR standards.  Costs were discussed.  It was estimated that in order for AMR to run an ambulance service in Faith, a contract fee would be around $300,000.  The six full time employees would all have a salary and benefits.  Much discussion was held concerning the current ambulance budget and where the additional funding would come from if AMR’s services were obtained.  Mr. Bergemann assured the Council that any service set up by AMR would be tailored to what the community needs.  Mayor Haines thanked Mr. Bergemann for coming.  Mayor Haines would like to visit with the surrounding counties and the reservation to see if they would be willing to aid in the funding of the Faith Ambulance Service since we service their area.

Lightfield made motion, seconded by Severyn to adjourn.  Motion carried.

_____________________________________
_______________________________

Shane Ayres, Finance Officer
Glen Haines, Mayor

