The Common Council for the City of Faith, South Dakota met in special session on October 30, 2003 at 6:30 P.M. in the Council Room of the Municipal Building. President Murray called the meeting to order, called roll call, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council members present:  Stocklin, Inghram, Varland, Murray, Walker, and Harper.

Council members absent:  Mayor Haines.

Others in attendance were:  Donn and Gloria Dupper, Arlen Frankfurth, Terry Bottjen, Dawn Stocklin, Debbie Brown, Linda Collins, Darwin and Connie Hellekson, Josh Mackaben, and Shane Ayres.

Inghram made motion, seconded by Walker to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

Employee Health Insurance:

President Murray and Finance Officer Ayres addressed the City employees with regards to the increase in costs of employee health insurance.  Ayres explained the options with regards to deductibles, coinsurance, and the addition of a pharmacy card.  Discussion was held on the differences between the Dakotacare Select and Choice Plans.  Inghram would like to see the employees sustain a good health care benefit, but suggested the possibility of less money given out in raises this year.  Josh Mackaben and Terry Bottjen expressed their favor in the Dakotacare Choice Plan.  Discussion was held on employees opting not to participate in the group plan, raises versus benefits, and the affect the increase will have on employees net take home pay.  The general consensus among the employees was to go with a Choice Plan.  Stocklin made motion, seconded by Walker to approve participating in the Dakotacare $500 deductible 80/20 Choice Plan with a $1500 coinsurance and to include Option B on the pharmacy card.  Motion carried.

Executive Session – Personnel:

Inghram made motion, seconded by Stocklin to retire to executive session at 7:20 P.M. to discuss personnel.  Motion carried.

Walker made motion, seconded by Harper to come out of executive session at 7:45 P.M. Motion carried.

Stocklin made motion, seconded by Walker to have a letter drafted to all employees with regards to City property explaining the surplus property guidelines.  Motion carried.

Stocklin made motion, seconded by Inghram to adjourn.  Motion carried.

_____________________________________
_______________________________

Shane Ayres, Finance Officer
Glen Haines, Mayor

