The Common Council for the City of Faith, South Dakota met in regular session on March 16, 2015 at 7:00 P.M. in the Community Room of the Community Center.  Mayor Haines called the meeting to order, Brown called roll call, and Mayor Haines led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council members present:  Chapman(7:40 PM), Inghram, Berndt, Harper, Lightfield, and Hellekson.

Council members absent:  Collins.

Others in attendance were:  Debbie Brown, Mike Fisher, Jim Holloway, Carol Pratt, Robert Fisher, Ray Schneider and Mike Cooper.  

Yvonne McGinnis submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.52.02.06 for the land and building value due to the increase not warranted based on improvements to this property.  Rae Schneider stated her recommendation to lower the building due to basement not fully finished but no change on the garage and land.  Lightfield made a motion, seconded by Hellekson to approve lowering the home from $62,715 to $55,859 according to Schneider’s recommendation and leave the land at $6,300 and the garage at $3,747.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.

Yvonne McGinnis submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.52.02.07 for the land value due to no improvements since last assessment.  Schneider stated she did not have a recommendation to change the land value.  Lightfield made a motion, seconded by Hellekson to leave the land as valued at $6,300.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.

Jenni Giannonatti  submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.12.12 due to the land.  Schneider has no recommendation for changing the value, she stands by the value submitted.  Schneider explained that land values are equalized throughout the town.  The land is $6,300 and the mobile home hookup is $1269 this year and last year was $2,468 for land and didn’t show mobile home hookup.  Lightfield made a motion to leave as assessed.  Due to lack of a second, the motion failed. Council tabled.

Kelly Daughters submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.22.08 for the property value as the house is vacant.  Schneider’s recommendation was to change the value from $20,630 to $5,000 as that is the standard value on a vacant building that they consider can be used as storage.  Hellekson made a motion, seconded by Berndt to approve the recommendation of Schneider to change the property value from $20,630 to $5,000.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.

Robert Fisher submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.63.3R for the land value as the increase is over 1400% increase from last year going from $2,937 last year to $43,112 this year.  Schneider has no recommendation for changing the value and stands by the value submitted.  She stated she compared to two sales in Faith.  One right out of City limits and the other within City limits.  She also went by the 9 acre base of $47,500 and subtracting $750 an acre to come up with $43,112.  Fisher stated he felt that was quite an increase and would like to see that lowered.  After much discussion, Berndt made a motion, seconded by Lightfield to lower to $20,000 because you wouldn’t get more than that.  Chapman, Lightfield, Hellekson – no.  Inghram and Berndt – yes.  Motion failed.    No action taken.
Melodee Inghram, C/O Kris Escott submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.20.11 for the building value as the house is old and floor is wavy.  The value for the building last year was $7,070 and this year $16,096.  Schneider’s recommendation after inspecting the home and noting the condition of the home needs extensive repairs is $6,920.  Inghram made a motion, seconded by Berndt to change the valuation of the building from $16,096 to $6,920.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.
James Holloway submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.27.07 for the building value.  Schneider made the following recommendation after inspecting the home and out building, adjust for the basement finish and the porch finish and removing concrete from the out building changing the value on the home from $52,393 to $47,997 and the building from $5,426 to $4,607.  Hellekson made a motion, seconded by Lightfield to lower the home from $52,393 to $47,997 and the building from $5,426 to $4,607 from Schneider’s recommendation.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.
Holloway Storage, LLC. submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.03.01.  Schneider made the following recommendation after discussing with James Holloway about there not being a mobile home hookup at the property any longer and she would recommend a change to the value from $25,066 to $23,797 for the building value taking out the $1269 for a mobile home hookup.  Chapman made a motion, seconded by Hellekson to approve the change of the value from $25,066 to $23,797 for the building value upon Schneider’s recommendation.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.
Holloway Storage, LLC. submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.52.03.01 due to feeling the value is too high since his income for the property doesn’t help enough to pay the taxes and knows that’s not their fault.  Holloway also stated that the mobile home connections are in excess of forty years old.  Also the buildings that are on the property are assessed too high and one is not his.  Schneider stated he needed to fill out a form on that building and that the other building seemed to be like a hoop building held down with steel posts.  The County is assessing eight mobile home connections and Holloway stated there are really ten, but two really aren’t working.  There is two garages assessed and one is a 14X24 garage at $3,295 which is the one being held down with posts.  Chapman made a motion, seconded by Hellekson to exempt the 14X24 building that is on skids and held down with steel posts and keep the rest as is.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.

Holloway Storage, LLC. submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.04.07 for the land value.  Lightfield made a motion, seconded by Hellekson to not make a change.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.

Holloway Storage, LLC. submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.04.08 for the land value.  Lightfield made a motion, seconded by Hellekson to not make a change.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.

Michael Fisher submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.11.04 for the land value being too high.  Lightfield made a motion, seconded by Chapman to not make a change.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.

Carol Pratt submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.22.01 for the land value going from $6,909 to $25,200.  Pratt’s main complaint of the increase is that a portion of the property is non usable due to drainage and mowing the property isn’t very easy when there has been water setting in it making it too muddy to get in and mow it.  Also the portion where the City has put rocks so it doesn’t wash away attracts kids and snakes and she has to put more liability on the property due to that in case someone gets hurt.  She has asked if the City would be willing to mow, but was told the guys were pretty busy and didn’t hear about it again.  Schneider showed the Council on the computer the portion of the land she was talking about and it looked as though one third of the property was not useable.  Chapman made a motion, seconded by Lightfield to assess one third of the property at one half of the assessment value being $.30 a square foot value changing to $4,200 and leave the two thirds of the property at $.60 a square foot value being $16,800 for a total of $21,000 instead of the $25,200.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.

Council went back to the appeal that they tabled earlier of Jenni Giannonatti with Parcel # 02.50.12.12.  Lightfield made a motion, seconded by Chapman to accept as assessed. All yes votes.  Motion carried.
Norma Antrim submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.21.07.  Schneider stated after discussing with Antrim, she recommends lowering from $52,084 on the building value to $49,412 for an adjustment for basement finish.  Hellekson made a motion, seconded by Lightfield to approve Schneider’s recommendation of lowering from $52,084 on the building value to $49,412.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.
Karen Inghram submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.64.02.01.  Berndt made a motion, seconded by Hellekson to not take any action.  Four – yes votes.  Inghram abstained.  Motion carried.

Glen Haines submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.13.04. Lightfield made a motion, seconded by Hellekson to not take any action.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.

Glen Haines submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.13.131. Berndt made a motion, seconded by Chapman to not take any action.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.

Glen Haines submitted an appeal for Parcel #02.50.13.14. Hellekson made a motion, seconded by Lightfield to not take any action.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.

LED Lighting:

Donn Dupper and Jon Collins have looked into some LED street lighting compared to the current high pressure sodium lights and would like to try some to see how they light and how efficient they may be.  From the research they did from Cody, Wyoming, they see at least 70% more efficiency.  Some of the current lights are out anyway.  The current high pressure sodium lights would be around $200 and the new LED are at $409.  Chapman made a motion, seconded by Lightfield to purchase 12 LED lights.  All yes votes.  Motion carried.
Lightfield made a motion, seconded by Chapman to adjourn.  Motion carried.

____________________________________
____________________________________

Debbie Brown, Finance Officer


Glen Haines, Mayor
